The heterogeneity of the beta s cluster haplotypes in Brazil.
The beta s cluster haplotypes were determined for 74 Brazilian patients with sickle cell anemia from three cities separated by 1,400 to 2,300 km. The cities are representative of the regions which have the largest Black populations of the country. All 138 chromosomes with typical haplotypes had one of the three most common African haplotypes. No example of the Asian or of the Cameroon haplotypes was found. The Bantu haplotype predominates in all three regions (54.8 to 73.1%), followed by the Benin haplotype (25.4 to 45.2%) and a small number of cases with the Senegal haplotype (0 to 6.9%). The mean prevalence of the Bantu haplotype of 65.9% agrees closely with historical data which indicate that 70% of the African slaves brought to Brazil originated from regions of Bantu populations.